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1  What is MNT-ERA.NET ? 

MNT-ERA.NET is a network of regional and national funding programmes for Micro and Nano Technologies 

(MNT) with the aim to reduce fragmentation of R&D funding in Europe. MNT-ERA.NET makes these funding 

programmes accessible to transnational consortia and opens calls for proposals for transnational R&D 

projects in the MNT area. 

 

2 Structure of the Coordinated Call 

The objective of the coordinated MNT-ERA.NET call is to enable transnational applied R&D projects to be 

executed by partners receiving funding from the regional/national programmes which cooperate in the MNT-

ERA.NET project.  

Figure 1 shows the schematic workflow of the coordinated call. Benefits are combined in one approach: On 

the one hand the regional/national agencies apply their own well-established funding rules and procedures 

known to their applicants, and on the other hand the MNT-ERA.NET provides transnational coordination 

expertise: 

·  The announcement and dissemination  activities of the call are performed collaboratively, but 

evaluation of funding applications will be done by national/regional programme owners solely 

according to their rules.  

·  The coordination and the first assessment  of the transnational project proposals are performed 

by a Transnational Coordination Team. (TCT) 

·  The final funding decisions are made by regional/national agencies. 

 

 
Figure 1: Schematic workflow of the MNT-ERA.NET procedure 
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3 Call Announcement 

3.1 Objectives and Topics 

The aim is to fund transnational,  application oriented, high risk R&D projects relate d to Micro and 

Nano Technologies including production processes an d technologies . Proposals will typically be 

smaller than proposals submitted to the EU Framework Programme. They will typically be market-

oriented  and will benefit from accelerated funding decisions. 

 

This call emphasises the following topics:   

�  Smart sensor systems for  Security, Environment and Entertainment  (sensor networks, cognitive 

systems, spintronics, optical systems) 

�  Medical and health devices  (networked monitoring of health parameters, bio sensors and actuators, bio 

interfaces, lab on chip) 

�  Functionalised interfaces and structures  (micro/nano layers and surfaces, micro/nano structured 

materials, nano particles and powders) 

�  Energy for a mobile life  (lightweight and energy efficient components, power generation, storage of 

energy medium, organic photovoltaics)  

 

The respective regional/national thematic programme  focus and funding conditions must be taken 

into account. To obtain detailed programme prioriti es we strongly recommend to contact your 

regional/national funding agency . 

 

3.2 Funding rules 

In this call the funding rules of the respective regional/national agencies apply. Each project partner has 

to apply individually for regional/national funding .  

Information about the specific funding rules will be provided by the contact  persons from the respective 

regional/national agencies (see annex 1 for details). 

 

3.3 Eligible project structure 

·  Project consortia consisting of at least two parties from two different participati ng regions / 

countries  (see annex 1 for details) can apply for funding. The consortia may involve as many 

partners as necessary.  

·  The consortium must demonstrate how to commercialise  the expected results. 

·  National/regional funding rules apply; therefore in some cases only certain topics or types of 

project partners are eligible (e.g. some programmes fund only industrial but no academic 

partners).  

A consortium agreement between the project partners is required for funding (after final funding decision). 

The purpose of the consortium agreement is to clarify: 

·  the responsibilities of the partners 

·  decision processes inside the project 

·  management of any change of partners  

·  IPR issues 
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3.4 Project budget 

No overall limits have been defined on MNT-ERA.NET level but national/regional limits regarding the level 

of funding will apply. 

3.5 Project duration 

The coordinated call focuses on application-oriented R&D projects. The project duration is limited to a 

maximum of 3 years. 

 

3.6 Dates and deadlines 

Action Date Place 

Call Announcement December 2009   

Call opening 13 January 2010   

Deadline for pre-proposals  12 April 2010, 12:00 

noon Brussels time 

online 

Deadline for   

a) full proposals and  

b) funding application forms 

 

5 July 2010, 12:00 

noon Brussels time 

 

a) online  

b) regional/national agencies 

Regional/national funding decisions July – October 2010 regional/national agencies 

Start of first projects  November 2010  

 

4  Application process  

  
  

1. Before submitting a proposal, all project partners must 
contact their respective regional/national programme 
agency in order to discuss the project line-up and the 
funding conditions. 
 
2. A pre-proposal is mandatory. It has to be submitted by 
the coordinator through an online application form 
available at www.mnt-era.net 
 
3. Applicants will be provided with feedback after the 
review of their pre-proposal. 
 
4. The full proposal must be submitted by the project 
coordinator through an online application form available 
at www.mnt-era.net 
At the same time regional/national funding applications 
must be submitted to each of the involved agencies 
according to their specific rules. 
 
5. The regional/national agencies carry out their own 
evaluation based on the full project proposal and the 
respective regional/national funding application. A 
meeting of the MNT-ERA.NET TCT finally ranks the 
proposals balancing the evaluation results.  
 
6. MNT-ERA.NET TCT recommends the funding of 
projects to the respective funding agencies.  The 
regional/national agencies make the final funding 
decision.  
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4.1 Pre-proposal 

The pre-proposal gives an overview on the whole project. It is mandatory and has to be submitted by the 

project coordinator through an online application form available at www.mnt-era.net.  

 

The following items have to be addressed:  

1. Summary  

2. Consortium description  

3. Project description  

4. Management and transnational benefit  

5. Project costs 

6. Exploitation of results 

 

After deadline for pre-proposals the MNT-ERA.NET Transnational Coordination Team (TCT) gives advice 

to the project coordinators and recommends/does not recommend the submission of full proposals. 

4.2 Full proposal and regional/national funding app lications  

The full proposal gives an overview of the whole project and describes all national project parts. In 

addition to the full proposal (online submission) the corresponding regional/national funding application 

form has to be submitted to the respective funding agencies. To achieve funding, the national parts of the 

project must fulfil their national/regional criteria. This will create different submission and financing 

situations for partners from different countries. 

 

4.3 Confidentiality 

Proposals and any information relating to them will be kept confidential. Proposals will not be used for any 

purpose other than the evaluation of the applications, making funding decisions and monitoring of the 

project.  International experts are required to sign a confidentiality agreement prior to evaluating 

proposals. 

 

 

5 Evaluation 

MNT-ERA.NET aims at providing a transparent, fast and straight forward assessment of the submitted 

project proposals. Thus, the regional/national evaluation will be carried out in cooperation with the MNT-

ERA.NET Transnational Coordination Team. 

 

6 Decision 

6.1 Decision process 

The MNT-ERA.NET Transnational Coordination Team prepares the recommendations for funding. The 

final funding decisions are exclusively  made by the regional/national agencies/funding bodies.  
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6.2 Funding 

6.2.1 Contract 

Funding contracts are concluded directly between the project partners and their national/regional funding 

agencies. 

6.2.2 Start and Instalments 

A pre-condition for transferring the first funding instalments is the existence of a consortium agreement 

including IPR related issues.  

As the national funding contracts may not all become effective at the same time, a project 

·  need not start,  

·  will not receive the instalments, 

·  will not be reviewed 

at exactly the same time. However, MNT-ERA.NET will help to minimise these gaps. 

 

 

7 Monitoring 

7.1 National/regional project review 

The progress of each individual contract will be monitored by the respective regional/national agencies 

through specific project review processes. 

7.2 MNT-ERA.NET Reporting 

Apart from the regional/national project review, the transnational cooperation aspects will be monitored on 

MNT-ERA.NET level, e.g. by using online questionnaires.  

7.3 Change in active projects 

Any substantial change in an ongoing project must be reported immediately to the involved agencies. The 

project partners should be aware that changes might have effects on funding. 

 

8 Dissemination 

A reference to MNT-ERA.NET is requested in publications, exhibitions, lectures and press information 

concerning results of the projects. 

 

9 Support 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) are listed in the website (www.mnt-era.net). 

In addition, all Funding Agencies participating in the Call will provide assistance to project proposers in case 

of questions. 
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Annex 1: Participating funding organisations 
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Annex 2: MNT-ERA.NET Evaluation Criteria  

The following checklist offers a selection of relevant issues to be addressed in the project proposal and will be used by the evaluators. 
 

 
A. The following criteria are relevant for the PRE- PROPOSAL 
Eligibility  Are the involved partners eligible ? 

Is the thematic focus within the national/regional scope of the call ? 
Innovation Is there a sufficient degree of innovation, in terms of technology and in terms of product ? 
Project description  Is the project description adequate (objectives, work plan, resources, costs,…) ? 

Are the technical objectives realistic within the proposed time frame and resources 
Management and Consortium  Are the partners well qualified ? 

Is the management structure adequate ? 
Does each partner benefit from the proposed transnational cooperation? 

Resources  Is the cost calculation reasonable and well balanced ? 
Exploitation  Is there a clear exploitation strategy?  

Is the expected project outcome sufficiently close to the market? 
 
 
 
B. The following criteria are relevant for the FULL  PROPOSAL 
Eligibility  Are the involved partners eligible ? 

Is the thematic focus within the national/regional scope of the call ? 
Innovation Is there a sufficient degree of innovation, in terms of technology and in terms of product ? 
Project description  Is the project description adequate (objectives, work plan, resources, costs,…) ? 

Are the technical objectives realistic within the proposed time frame and resources 
Management and Consortium  Are the partners well qualified ? 

Is the management structure adequate ? 
Is the partnership well-balanced ? 
Does each partner benefit from the proposed transnational cooperation? 

Resources  Is the cost calculation reasonable and well balanced ? 
Exploitation  Is there a clear exploitation strategy?  

Is the expected project outcome sufficiently close to the market? 
 


