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The “ERA-NET Plus” Action

The ERA-NET scheme is one of the tools of the SewEramework Programme (FP7) to support
the coordination of non-Community research prograsnit comprises two actions, ERA-NET
and ERA-NET Plus. It is implemented under both@w®peration and Capacities programmes of
FP7. Annex IV to the Cooperation Work Programmecdbss the legal basis for the whole ERA-
NET scheme.

The purpose of this document is to provide somaetiaddl information solely on the ERA-NET
Plus action, which is a completely new approachatolw the coordination of natioAaksearch
programmes under FP7 through the combined resdancliing between Member States and the
Commission FP. This approach may lead to more @enm of programme strategies between
national programmes and FP7 themes. It may asdore,the areas concerned, more
complementarity between national and Community @ognes and therefore contributes
strongly to the structuring of the European Redearea.

General aspects of the overall ERA-NET scheme,imnmrticular aspects of regular ERA-NET
actions, are described in a separate documentic&8levisions for the preparations of ERA-NET
actions and their practical implementation” and lishied on
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/coordination/eranethini.

1 GENERAL ASPECTS
1.1 Objective and Rationale

The ERA-NET Plus Actions will provide a Communitydncial contribution to those national
research programmes that pool financial resourcesorganise and fund a joint call for
transnational research projects. ERA-NET Plus apjply only in a limited number of cases, those
which are of particular European added value. Tiogepts financed via an ERA-NET Plus joint
call shall address predefined, well specified ancu$ed areas of common interest between a
certain number of Member States and the CommuiEEA-NET Plus will enable national
programmes, together with the Community programmneeaddress research topics that, due to the
nature of the field, are better addressed jointtywdhich could not have been addressed
independently.

The research area of the ERA-NET Plus must be efieatl in the Cooperation or Capacities
Work Programmes.

ERA-NET Plus Actions will provide a new type of fling opportunity for researchers to enter
into transnational research projects. In this resgeRA-NET Plus Actions should provide,
through their close links to national programmeast,f easy and simple ways to set up
transnational projects.

Combined funding for transnational research prejegith different national andCommunity
contributions represents a new approach, explopgogsible future public research funding
mechanisms in the enlarged EU with the possikiiityse a variable geometry.

ERA-NET Plus Actions are both contractually andteaohwise completely independent from the
ERA-NET Actions. Each ERA-NET Plus is a stand-al@otion with a research objective, as

2 . . .
National programmes should be understood as ntimaor regional programmes



defined in a specific call for ERA-NET Plus Actiopsiblished in a FP7 Work Programme and
with specific EU added value. None of the actiwtmr tasks carried out through an ERA-NET
Plus can be covered in an ERA-NET or any other Féhtgagreement. For example the
monitoring of the transnational projects, sele¢tedugh an ERA-NET Plus joint call, can not be
supported by another ERA-NET or any other FP7 gagnéement. While it is possible that the
joint scientific programme, from which the jointlicariginates, could have been developed in an
ERA-NET Action, the joint call itself cannot be paged nor managed through another EC grant
agreement/funding scheme (e.g. ERA-NET).

1.2 Definition of the Action

ERA-NET Plus Actions comprise the joint implemeiat of a transnational call from the
preparation and the publication of the call to ¢haluation, selection and funding of proposals as
well as the project monitoring and follow-up betweseveral national or regional programmes.
They require programme owners or programme mandgans at least five different Member
States (MS) or Associated States (AS) to implem@nsingle joint call with a financial
commitment from the participating national or regb research programme3he main
deliverable of an ERA-NET Plus joint call shall bean agreed joint selection list for funding

of transnational projects, including the formal conmitment of the participating programmes

to finance these projectsThe Community can subsequently agree on a "tgpppi of the call
resulting inup to 33% of the total cumulative funding of the joint cdludget. The main
characteristics of an ERA-NET Plus Action are sumsea below. ERA-NET Plus means:

A single joint call for transnational projects resfing the competition rules
Participation of at least 5 Member States or Asgedi States in the single joint call

Minimum total financial volume of the single joicgall: 5 million €, including the EC
contribution

Joint evaluation and selection of proposals based 2 step procedure, with step 2 being
based on an independent international peer reuweloa excellence criteria

The duration of an ERA-NET Plus cannot exceed $syea

2 FUNDING SCHEME TO BE USED

The funding scheme to be used for ERA-NET Plus dhdiis the "Coordination and Support
Actions (Coordinating) CSAERA-NET Plus". This is a specific CSA funding suofee with
specific financial dispositions for ERA-NET Plusthms which differs from the classical CSA

The Community contribution shall take the form ajrant which will reimburse:

. The eligible costs as an agreed proportional doution to the national funds pooled for
financing the selected transnational projects. &loee, the eligible costs in this funding
scheme are the actual grants paid to the transisfwojects by the participating national
or regional programmes (Phase 2, see point 4 b&low)

As an option: the eligible costs for activities atghg to the implementation and

management of the joint call (from the launch @& dall till the establishment of the short
list of selected transnational projects). The reirsbment can cover up to 100% of the
eligible cost for the additional activities of "aonation and management” related to the
call preparation and publication, the proposalduateon and the management of the joint
call (Phase 1, see point 4 below).

3 Funding schemes established in Annex Il to therfereork Programme.
4 For the negotiation purposes these costs shoulebapmder the category OTHER



However, reflecting the rationale and the principlétopping-up” of ERA-NET Plus Actions, the
total Community contribution is only calculated agercentage (which cannot be higher than
33%) of the joint call budget to fund the transoaél projects. The use of a small part of the total
Community contribution for the reimbursement of thlggible cost of the Phase 1 is merely
optional. If taken, participants must be aware thaible costs of Phase 1 (management and
coordination costslre partof the total maximumCommunity contribution and thus will
consequently reduce the Community contribution labée for the funding of transnational
projects (Phase 2, see point 4 below).

3 PARTICIPANTS
3.1 Types of participants

Eligible partners for ERA-NET PLUS Actions are only

Programme owners, typically national ministriesivegl authoritiesresponsible for
defining, financing or managing research programoased out at national or regional
level.

Programme “managers”, such as research coundilsxding agencies, or other national or
regional organisationthat implement research programmes under the sigperwof the
programme owners.

In addition to the minimum number of eligible panpiants, other private legal entities such as
charities, or other private organisations, whickoamanage research programmes that are
strategically planned and executed at nationabregjilevel, may participate in the joint call and
receive Community funding, buinly if they are in addition to the minimum numidreligible
participants legally required for an ERA-NET Plus.

It should be stressed that research organisationsieersities which are NOT programme owners
or managers are NOT eligible ERA-NET Plus partioiga

3.2 Number of participants

For ERA-NET Plus Actions, the minimum number ofyédle participants is five (5) independent
legal entities funding or managing national resegscogrammes from five different Member
States or Associated States.

Sole participants (as referred to in Article 1atw Rules for ParticipatiGhmay be eligible if the
above-mentioned specific criteria for eligible ERM=T Plus partners are respected. A sole
participant shall explicitly indicate which of himembers is either a programme owner or
programme manager and indicate for these membensefipective national/regional programmes
which are at the disposal of the proposed ERA-NKEIE Rction.

It has to be emphasised that, in general, it i®etqul that ERA-NET Plus Actions will involve a

more substantial number of Member States or Astati&tates than the legally required
minimum number of five in order to obtain a sigcét impact at European level. Furthermore
potential consortia are advised to propose reaspiatanced national contributions to the joint
call planned between gblarticipating national programmes.

5 Article 10, Sole participants: Where the minimuaonditions for an indirect action are satisfied byuanber of legal entities,
which together form one legal entity, the latteryrba the sole participant in an indirect actiorgvited that it is established in

a Member State or associated country



3.3 Participation and funding of participants from Thir d Countries

ERA-NET Plus Proposals are encouraged, as apptept@adopt a global approach involving
also non European research programmes beyond thimmam eligibility conditions. This global
approach is aligned with the new scheme of Intewnat Science and Technology (S&T)
Cooperation adopted under FP7.

These duly justified cases for cooperation at dlddzel in a joint call must be beneficial from a
European point of view.

Any participation of Third Countries in an ERA-NEHlus Action has to follow the general
principles for Third Country participation in FPZ defined in the rules for participation:

Participants’ location Participation Funding
European Union Rightfully Rightfully
Associated countries Rightfully Rightfully
International organisations ofRightfully Rightfully

European interest

International cooperation Rightfully over and above theRightfully
partner countries minimum threshold

International organisations orRightfully over and above thelf at least one of the following

third countries other than thogeminimum threshold conditions is met:

referred to above (a) provision is made in the relevant
work programme;

(b) it is essential for carrying out the
action;
(c) funding comes from bilateral S&[
agreement between Community and
country where participant is established

4 ACTIVITIES TO BE SUPPORTED WITHIN AN ERA-NET PLUS
4.1 Principles

As introduced in Chapter 2, an ERA-NET Plus Actimudivided into two phases of activities:

Phase Dbf the ERA-NET Plus (constituting, in principtég first reporting period):

Activities of "coordination and management" stgictelated to the call preparation and
publication, the proposals evaluation and the mamegt of the joint call until the formal

release of the short list of selected transnatipngjects and of the funding decisions from
the national or regional programmes. This prepayatvork can be supported by
Community funding, but only with a small and lindtamount.

Phase 2of the ERA-NET Plus (all following periods, in pdiple, from reporting
period 2):

The funding of the selected transnational projeciswhich by far the largest part of the
FP7 EC contribution is destined. In contrast to EREAT actions, management activities
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in this phase, such as the monitoring and the Viellp of the selected transnational
projects, will not be supported by the Communitgtabution and shall therefore be solely
covered by the combined efforts of the participgtational or regional programmes.

4.2 ERA-NET Plus — Phase 1: Launching and managing of jint call (reporting period 1)

It is expected that, prior to the submission of pineposal for an ERA-NET Plus Action, a pre-
existing base for the cooperation and prelimingneaments on the activities necessary to launch
a joint call exist between the potential particiizaras well as a scientific rationale like a joint
scientific work programme. However it is still pdde to finalise some tasks in Phase 1 before the
actual publication of the transnational joint call.

As an option proposed to the participants, addificactivities in this Phase can be subject to
Community funding. These additional activities shidoe understood as those activities which are
necessary to assure that the planned call is dregenational joint call between different natibna
programmes. This means that activities, which wdaddn any case necessary for the launching
and managing of a purely national call for propssak NOT eligible for Community funding. In
any event ERA-NET Plus Actions are intended to suppesearchactions and thus the
Community funding requested for Phase 1 shouldnbiéeld to the minimum.

Experiences from FP6 have shown that a two steju&iwan procedure is necessary for these
types of joint calls. A first step, normally deaiwith "light" proposals or expressions of interest
allows the assessment of the potential number gliGgions and ensures that only those
proposals which fulfil the eligibility and qualityriteria of the participating national programmes
are invited for the submission to step two. Thisids excessive over- subscription and waste of
resources for submission of full proposals andrteealuation, as well as potential frustration due
to a low success rate. It also allows national @ognes to anticipate the requested potential
funding and enables possible adjustments of timgiiaily planned national contribution to the
joint call. Experience from ERA-NETs and ERA-NETuplcalls shows that a good indication is a
success rate of 1 out of 2-3 proposals for thosdeih to stage 2. The mandatory two step
procedure leaves step one of the evaluation opespéaific requirements of the participating
national programmes, whereas the criteria in step ¢f the evaluation are almost fully pre-
defined (see under 4.2.5 below). While all natioscificities of the participating programmes
have to be fully checked in step one to ensuredhbt proposals which would be funded by all
national programmes concerned are invited to step it is highly recommended to make sure
that only the best ideas are invited to step two.

It is required that step two of the evaluation, lshgawith "complete” proposals, takes place at
transnational level using a centralised proposa@pgon and evaluation. This process shall assure
an equal and fair treatment of all submissions lzamlto be based on a single international peer
review. The evaluation process shall focus on éswed criteria and can in no way include
aspects like national participation/interests owoggaphical return. Therefore the minimum
evaluation criteria (see 4.1.5 below) are set lkeyGbmmission grant agreement.

4.2.1 Management of the joint call by the call coordirmato

It is highly recommended that a strong and cerdoalrdination of all call related activities is
established. It could be beneficial to designatsoacalled "call coordinator" which would
normally, but not necessarily, be the coordinatdhe ERA-NET Plus action.

It is important to remember that core tasks (eglgdihose related to the role of a coordinator in
an ERA-NET Plus action) can not be subcontracted gst. 1.2, FP7 Grant Agreement).

Possible eligible activities for management ofjthiet call could be:



Organising all preparatory work like meetings, wsit@ps etc.

Establishment of a joint "real or virtual" call @ (e.g. helpdesk, information exchange,

)

Transnational coordination of proposals reception
Preparation of step one evaluation and the traimsradteligibility check

Preparation of the international peer review far step two evaluation

4.2.2 Preparation of the joint call: definition and spécation

This activity will define the success of the ERA-NPIus joint call and needs participation and
firm commitment from ALL consortium members contrilng with funding to the joint call.
During this process key issues will be addressed.

Possible activities for definition and specificatiof the joint call:

Exact final call text definition (including preseatibn of the evaluation in two steps)
Define and pre-commit national call contributions

Agree on common eligibility and participation rulesd necessary measures to have
efficient step one procedures

Final agreement on the format of the complete majsoand the submission procedure to
step two of the evaluation

Formal agreement on legal and IPR issues, as ajgt@p

4.2.3 Call publication and advertising

This activity covers the formal publication of tfeent call for transnational projects. It shall lcal
for the submission of proposals to the step onduatian, as defined by the consortium.
Furthermore, the publication shall make the ovexadlluation procedure public and allow for fair
and transparent competition for all potential psgrs and consortia and shall mention that the
joint call is co-financed by the European Commis'sicGeventh Framework Programme.

The joint call shall remain open for the submissadrproposals (in step one, as well as in step
two) by interested parties for a period of at leaght weeks. In addition to the publication in the
participating countries through the national progmzes, the consortium shall publish the call in at
least one international journal. It shall take nueas for advertising the call widely using specific
information support, particularly internet sitelse tspecialist press and brochures and through the
national contact points set up by Member Statesfamsdciated countries.

The consortiumshall inform theCommissiorof the call and its content at least 30 days @oadts
expected date of publication.

4.2.4 Evaluation Step One

As already introduced above, step one deals noymath "light" proposals or expressions of
interest to allow the assessment of the potentiadber of applications.

Step one of the evaluation may be organised in cerdealised way, but needs to be well
coordinated to reflect the different national paogme rules. The whole consortium agrees
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collectively, which proposers will be invited foulemission of a full proposal under step two of
the evaluation organised in a centralised way. Guiasinvited to step two must be eligible for
funding by all national programmes involved in jomt call.

The consortium shall establish clear rules for sigp ensuring transparency for proposers and
avoiding any potential conflict of interest duritige evaluation and selection procedures.

Possible activities for the step one evaluatioriccbe:

Transnational part of pre-proposal checks or exwas of interests, if appropriate (costs
of national checks that belong to national rules #mat would have been performed
anyway, if the call would have been national, areetigible for EC contribution);

Establishment of transnational electronic commuroaand submission tools, including
the use of common portals;

Specific consortium meetings with the help of pblesiexternal experts to select the
invited proposers.

4.2.5 Evaluation Step Two - Evaluation of the full proplesby an international peer review

In step two, the full proposals are submitted tmaue facility and evaluated centrally through a
joint and independent international peer reviewis®tep is the most important one in an ERA-
NET Plus, resulting in a ranked list of proposaisead by the international peer review panel,
which determines the proposals selected for fundihés step can be partially rembte

The following evaluation criteria, scores and thiadds (as specified for collaborative research
projects in FP7) are compulsory for the evaluabgninternational peer review in step two of the
joint call:

- Scientific and/or technological excellence - Qyabf the transnationalproject (Threshold
3/5)
Sound concept, and quality of objectives
Progress beyond the state-of-the-art

Quality and effectiveness of the scientific and htedogical methodology and
associated work plan

- Quality and efficiency of the implementation ahd management (Threshold 3/5)
- Appropriateness of the management structure anceguves
Quality and relevant experience of the individuattigipants
Quiality of the consortium as a whole (including @é@mentarity, balance)
Appropriate allocation and justification of the oasces to be committed (budget, staff,
equipment)

- Potential impact (Threshold 3/5)
Contribution, at the European and/or internatideaél, to the expected impacts listed
in the FP7 work programme under relevant topic/ggti

Appropriateness of measures for the disseminatiolioa exploitation ofransnational
projectsresults, and management of intellectual property.

In case of remote peer review evaluation, findibéeations and ranking remain in any case theggaive of an international
panel convening at the end of the process



The step two evaluation aims at selecting and rankixcellent proposals based on the above
three sets of criteria. Neither national interegts principles of geographical return shall inflaen
the evaluation process at this sta@aly in well justified cases, related to spediigs of the call
topic and/or type of research, additional sub-gatenay be introduced. Each proposal submitted
to this second step shall be evaluated with thestasge of at least three independent experts
appointed by the consortium.

The consortium shall ensure that the principle arifidentiality is upheld and that any case of
conflict of interest is avoided during the evaloatand selection procedures of the joint call. The
consortium furthermore has to ensure the particgpatf a Commission observer to the step two
evaluation. It is also highly recommended to appaim independent observer to report on the
actual evaluation process.

Possible activities for the international evaluatas the full proposals could be:

Setting up of the transnational evaluator panel
Joint transnational briefing activities for evaloiatif appropriate

Transnational evaluation process with invited iretegent international experts

4.2.6 Final selection of the transnational projects fréme joint call

This comprises the activities necessary for thenfdrrelease of the two main deliverables of the
ERA-NET Plus: an agreed ranked list of transnatipngjects selected for funding and the formal
funding decisions from the participating national regional programmes. Those deliverables
mark then the end of the first phase. The agresafiprojects selected for funding must be based
solely on the result of the step two evaluation. Mechanisms of national interests or
geographical return can influence the final setecas the Community contribution cannot serve

such purposes.

In case of any indications of a breach of the almszribed rules or any other unfair and/or non-
transparent selection process where, for examplentdically excellent projects were skipped,
due to missing funding or where the order of tHeamn list was influenced/changed by national
interest or any kind of national return mechanigile Commission will NOT accept the
evaluation result and the selection list. The cansm would be considered to be in breach of one
of the main principles for ERA-NET Plus, which is guarantee a selection of transnational
projects based on competition rules and excellamiteria (see Annex Il of the model grant
agreement for ERA-NET Plus). In such case the Casion reserves its contractual right to stop
the ERA-NET Plus grant agreement immediately afteh irregularities are discovered.

Possible activities for the final selection cout b

Specific meetings for formal agreement on the fisallection list and the formal funding
decisions of the transnational projects by the cdnsn

Submission of the®iperiodic report with the ranked list of selectedgmsals and the funding
decisions from the participating programmes.
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4.3 ERA-NET Plus Phase 2: Topping up of the joint callbbudget and implementation of
selected projects

The partners are expected to establish a robustcahdrent governance and administrative
framework around the coordinator for the implemaateof the funding of the projects, as well as
their follow-up. The coordinator of the joint calill act as interface to receive and distribute the
Community contribution to the consortium of prograes.

The sole eligible cost for a Community contributiamder phase two is the actual funding of the
transnational projects by the national or regiop@grammes of the participants in the grant
agreement. No other activity, including the mamaget and the monitoring of the transnational
projects (contracts follow-up, project process rtmmg) will involve the Commission nor be
eligible for Community funding at this phase. Thentoring of the transnational projects shall be
organised and funded jointly by the participatingding programmes. In sharing these costs for
the monitoring, the individual national contributeto the monitoring costs are expected to be
largely reduced compared to an individual monit@mmnganised on a purely national scale.

For the calculation of the Community contributiamyothe actual contributions from the members
of the consortium(participants in the grant agreement) to the jaait budget (grants to fund
transnational projects) constitute the basis. heotvords, the contributions of (other) national or
regional programmes, not being part of the consertito transnational projects can not be
considered for the calculation of the EC contributi

In the periodic reporting on the actual fundingld transnational projects by the programmes, the
consortium shall report on the use of the Commutopping-up and provide the Commission
with a general overview of the progress of the tjgifiunded projects (to assure synergies if
appropriate and/or avoid overlaps with FP fundedjgats and provide indicators of impact
attributable to the ERA-NET Plus Action). The assesnt of the impact of the action will be an
important reporting requirement for ERA-NET PlustiAos.

Phase 1
Call publication,
Evaluations...
Phase 2
CM = a small share to cov Funding of transnational
Phase 1 activities projects

Short List of projects
selected for funding

Max EC
Contribution
Up to 33%xJCB

"Top Up"
Ur|)o top The (peer

[33%xJCB - CMI review)

srom— I ranked list
ota _r;)a lona ﬂ[ within the
contributions Joint Call

Budget 0CB)

At least
[67%xJCB + CM]

O~NO O WN PP

Final agreed selection list of projects:
No changes allowed to the ranked list establislye8tbp Two peer review
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5 PARTICULARITIES OF THE ERA-NET PLUS GRANT AGREEMENT
5.1 Elements of the Grant Agreement

There are a number of particularities for ERA-NETusP Grant Agreements. The Grant
Agreement is, as a rule, composed of the follovalegnents:

The core grant agreement specifying the scope, tidaraamount of the
Community grant, reporting schedule and paymentaiitel, and the list of initial
participants;

A technical annex (Annex 1) containing the objeesivof the ERA-NET, and
descriptions of the joint activities, the role betparticipants, the deliverables, the
ethical provisions, and the management and goveenstnucture;

General conditions (Annex IlI) common to all FP7 ding schemes, covering
standard legal and administrative provisions, tA® Iregime if necessary, and
standard financial provisions among others;

The specific Annex Il for ERA-NET Plus Action (sbelow)

Forms A (accession to the project), B (new paréioip, C (Financial Statement —
specific for ERA-NET Plus) and D (Terms of Refererfor the certification of
Financial Statements).

5.2 Pre-financings and interim payments

Within the FP7 contractual framework, the EC cdnittion to an ERA-NET Plus action is a grant
to the budget of the joint call for the fundingtadnsnational projects. In operational terms, d is
reimbursement of up to 33% of the costs incurredth®y participating national programmes
through the payment of grants to the transnatiprgkects (Phase 2). As already explained above,
a limited part of this contribution can be used tbe reimbursement of management and
coordination activities in Phase 1.

This reimbursement is provided to the consortiuroubgh a pre-financing mechanism, specific to
the ERA-NET Plus Grant Agreement. Following itsnsiture, a first pre-financing is transferred,
one part to the consortium to cover Phase 1 andparteto the Guarantee Fun@he actual EC
contribution that can be claimed by the consortaannot exceed the amount of total costs agreed
at the signature of the Grant Agreement for thiadehl.

Once the short-list of selected projects and thi#omal funding decisions are received and
accepted by the Commission, Phase 2 can start aadoad pre-financing, for the second period,
is paid as a topping-up of the funding of the fit& months to the transnational projects. The
wording of ANNEX 111.5 paragraph 5 would not exclid second reporting period of 18 months
duration. Yet, for negotiation purposes, the amaifEC contribution agreed for this 2nd period
should take into consideration only the indicatexgected amount for the topping-up of the first
12 months funding to the transnational projects.

It should be noticed that the definition of the agmg periods for Phase 2 should be carefully
chosen and agreed with the Commission servicemglumegotiation. In particular, the dates of

reporting from the funded individual projects t@ thational programmes need to be coordinated
with the reporting periods from the consortiumitéd ERA-NET Plus to the Commission.

! See Art.6, 11.20 and I11.7 of the Grant Agreement.
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Thereafter interim payments shall be made followaagh reporting period of Phase 2 that will be
defined in the Grant Agreement. Interim payments va based on the actual costs incurred and
reported during the previous period and acceptetthdy"ommission.

As a result of these reimbursement rules the ttadling for the call to be allocated to the
selected transnational projects stems from two cesur the national programmes of the
participating countries and the Community contridaoit

The grant awarded to any selected project shalinbliene with the general rules for publicly
funded research projetts

5.3 Periodic Reporting requirements
5.3.1 First Periodic Report

The first Period covers Phase 1 of the ERA-NET Rlhsre the eligible costs are those linked to
management and coordination activities as in asdaSrant Agreement for a Coordination or
Support Action. The ®1 periodic reporting has to respect the requiremastexplained in the
"Guidance Notes on Project Reporting" for FP7 CSrare Agreements. It will report on the
activities performed in Phase 1 until the dateadéase of the shortlist of transnational projects
selected for funding together with the funding dems from the participating funding
programmes.

The coordinator, and possibly other beneficiariethd parties involved in this Phase, claims on
Form C only costs related to the management optbgct which should be encoded in Column
(C) of section 1. The total costs claimed shoultdb®higher than the amount agreed in the Grant
Agreement for the®LPeriod.

The specific Form C for ERA-NET Plus actions loalssfollows:

FP7 - Grant Agreement - Annex VI - Coordination and Support Action - ERANET Plus actions

Form C - Financial Statement (to be filled in by each beneficiary ) |

Project nr nnnnnn Funding scheme Coordination and Support Action ‘
Project Acronym XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Period from dd/mm/aa Is this an adjustment to a previous statement 7 \ Yes/No \
To dd/mm/aa

Legal Name Participant Identity Code
Organisation short Name Beneficiary nr
Funding % for RTD activities (A) If flat rate for indirect costs, specify % %

1- Declaration of eligible costs/lump sumiflate-rate/scale of unitfunding of the joint selection list of trans-national projects (in €)

nn
nn

Demo?;)tratlon Mana(%t;ment TOTAL (C+D)
Personnel costs

Subcontracting

Other direct costs

Indirect costs

Lump sumsiflat-rate/scale of
unit declared

Maximum EC contribution
Requested EC contribution

8 Existing state aid rules for public research fudapply
13



5.3.2 Periodic Reports for Periods during Phase 2 of &AENET Plus

As from the end of Period 2 onwards, the coordinatal the otheBeneficiariesor Third Parties
claim on their Forms C the total amount acceptedified and paid covering the funding of the
transnational projects selected. This amount shbelédncoded in Column (D) in the field "Total
Funding of the joint selection list of transnatibpeojects™ of section 1.

Due to the specificities of ERA-NET Plus, there aeguirements for Phase 2 which are not
included in the general reporting guidelines of FP7

It is therefore recommended that during the negjotiaof Annex |, a specific "guideline” for a
comprehensive reporting is included. Below is aranegle, which could be even further
elaborated on a case by case basis according tep#@fic needs of each project. It could be
attached in a specific appendia the Annex | or be incorporated in it elsewhas,deemed
appropriate:

To complete the requirements for reporting as dbscrin Article 1.4, and in line with the ERA-
NET Plus Form C, the Periodic Reports covering hasf this ERA-NET Plus action (funding
of transnational projects, starting from Periodstjall include:

(a) For each reporting period and for each [Beneficipfyhird Party identified in Art. 7
(special clause 10) of the Grant Agreement]

Legal Name of the [Beneficiary] [Third Party]
Transnational Total amount | Total amount | Total amount | TOTAL
Projects granted granted granted
(accepted and | (accepted and| (accepted and
paid) during | paid) during | paid) during
P2 P3 P4

Project 1 [define
the project
specifics (i.e.
name, number,
final beneficiary
(ies) etc) and its
co-funding
national
programme(s)]
Project 2 [define
the project
specifics (i.e.
name, number,
final beneficiary
(ies) etc) and its
co-funding
national
programme(s)]
Project 3.....

Project X
Total
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This table will be sent with copies of the declacat signed by the authorised
representative of each [Beneficiary] [Third Party¢onfirming that all the grants (s) have
been paid and verified according to the usual fagdiand accounting rules and
verification principles of the relevant national ggramme(s). In this declaration the
[Beneficiary] [Third Party] will confirm the followng:

- It has verified that the requests from the fibaheficiaries of the transnational projects
comply with national rules concerning the eligityilof the cost claimed;

- Accurate and exhaustive accounts are kept by[Bleeeficiary] [Third Party] and the
final beneficiaries of the transnational projects;

- The checks laid down by national legislation asllwas those foreseen by the
[Beneficiary] [Third Party] are actually carried duand properly documented;

- On-the-spot controls or audits of the transnatibrproject are performed by
Beneficiaries, Third Parties or their control bodien order to check the eligibility of the
costs claimed by the final beneficiaries of tremsmational projects;

- The documents are accessible to the Court of tdredand the Commission services,
including the OLAF (Anti-Fraud office) and kept f@mperiod of at least 5 years after the
end of the project, in a manner which ensures tbempleteness, validity and readability
over time, including electronic documents withire timeaning of the relevant national
rules and any relevant Community rule;

- It has taken effective measures to avoid any keofumding of final beneficiaries of the
transnational projects from other Community fundrses, and in particular from the 7th
Framework Programme. The Beneficiaries and/or thurd Parties shall also ensure
that the "national” contribution to the final ber@éries of the transnational projects does
not contain EU funding from other sources;

- That the rules for State aid are respected, irtipalar the rules set out in the Community
framework for State Aid for Research, Developmedtlanovation;

- If any amount is unduly paid to the final beniefies of the transnational projects, or if
recovery is justified under the terms of the gragteement signed by a beneficiary of the
transnational projects, the [Beneficiary] [Third R§] undertake a recovery procedure to
be repaid the amounts in question by the benefic@r the transnational project on
whatever the terms and date they specify.

(The copies will be sent with an accompanying letteom the coordinator confirming
they are conform to the declarations as receivednir each [beneficiary] [Third Party])

(b) For each reporting period a summary table for th&lt of the grants paid for all projects

supported by the respective Beneficiary / ThirdtiPand the Community contribution
distributed to the final beneficiaries of the traational projects according to the agreed
principles within the consortium, following the lalbemplate below:

Legal Name of  Total Requested EC Contribution Total amount Requested EC Contribution
the amount granted
[Beneficiary] granted Amount for | As % of the (cumulating Amoun_t As % of the
[Third Party] during the relevant| total amount| 4 Periods) (cumulating total
Period n period® granted all Periods) amount
2, 3..) granted
TOTAL o o

Amount as in Form C
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The tables and the amounts reported must be censisith the Form C and the Certificate on
Financial Statements

5.4 Specific obligations on the Beneficiaries and ThirdParties concerning certificates on
financial statements

Since the Commission has no direct contractuatioglship with thefinal beneficiaries(the
beneficiaries of the transnational projegté\nnex Il to the Grant Agreement imposes on each
Beneficiary(and where applicable, eathird Partyidentified in Article 7) a number of additional
obligations which are reflected in the declaratiorbe provided as part of the periodic reports
during Phase 2 (see above 5.3.1)

These rules are a consequence of the fact thaER#A&NET Plus funding system involves a
"subvention en cascadeQnly the costs incurred at the level of the Benafies (and Third
Parties) have to comply with the FP7 eligibilitylest The costs at the level of thimal
beneficiarieshave to comply with the relevanational funding rules.

In Form C, under the category "Total funding of the JointeSton List of Transnational
Projects”, specifically created for ERA-NET Plustiags, the total amount which the
Beneficiary/Third Partyhas verified and paid to thHmal beneficiaries has to be inserted. Under
"Requested EC contribution" eaBeneficiary/Third Partywill fill in the amount agreed with the
consortium. The amount and percentage in eachithdil Form C can vary, but in the summary
financial statement the overall EC contribution s equal to the percentage determined in the
Annex IIl after the negotiation (which cannot bgher than 33%).

The requirements of the Grant Agreement concerm@egtificates on financial statements
follow this logic: BeneficiariesandThird Partieshave to submit such certificates once the amount
claimed is equal or higher than 375 000 €. In $ipiscific context the certificate of the auditor has
a limited scope and only confirms that the paymeatshe varioudinal beneficiariesof the
selected projects have actually been made and lbese registered in thBeneficiaries/ Third
Partiesaccounting systems. Theefms of reference and scdmocument shall be used, although
all procedures normally to be performed by the tmusli are not applicable in this Grant
Agreement, where the only specific cost categorypeaodeclared as from the second reporting
Period onwards is the "Total funding of the JoieteStion List of Transnational Projects”. The
auditors should, however, add a statement/decaberati their report in which they confirm that
these costs are eligible in the context of themiZ®A-NET Plus action.

Such a text is to be provided by the auditor agatement (distinct from the Certificate on
financial statements) with the following content:

"The costs of the "Total funding of the Joint SbecList of Transnational Projects” claimed on
the enclosed audited Form C are compliant withftllewing eligibility conditions:

They are actual;

They have been incurred by the Beneficiary or thiedTParty;

They have been incurred during the duration ofgragect;

They are determined in accordance with the usualoacting and management
principles and practices of the Beneficiary or Thirarty. The accounting procedures
used in the recording of costs and receipts resgiectaccounting rules of the State in
which the Beneficiary is established. The Beneafy€idnird Party’s internal accounting

10 The Community financial contribution shall be lindteo a percentage [maximum 33 %] of the total gpaidl to the selected

transnational projects.
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and auditing procedures must permit direct recaativn of the costs declared in
respect of the project with the corresponding fitiah statements and supporting
documents;

They have been used for the sole purpose of adgid¢ive objectives of the project and
its expected results, in a manner consistent viiéhprinciples of economy, efficiency
and effectiveness;

They are recorded in the accounts of the Benefciar the case of any contribution
from Third Parties, they are recorded in the acasurt the third parties;

They have been paid;

They are indicated in the estimated overall budig&nnex I".

As a further measure to safeguard the financiarésts of the Community, Annex Il foresees
that eactBeneficiaryThird Party shall take appropriate measures to pro@mnmunityfunds, in
particular to prevent irregularities, fraud or aiier illegal activity. Th&€ommissiormay request
the Beneficiariesto carry out audits on theeneficiariesof the transnational projects case of
suspicion of fraud or irregularity.

5.5 Financial Audits and Controls

Eventually the possibility for the relevant Commntynbodies to carry out audits dinal
beneficiarylevel has to be secured. Annex Il therefore $tifms that eaclBeneficiaryThird
Party shall ensure that the Commission and the CourAuditors are entitled to audit the
beneficiaries of the transnational proje@sd that in this context the conditions laid dawrder
paragraphs 1 to 5, 7 and 8 of Article 11.22 areo applicable,mutatis mutandisto thefinal
beneficiaries. This allows the auditors from the Commissiontte Court of Auditors to check
whether the reimbursementfatal beneficiarylevel complies with the national funding rules and
their specific eligibility criteria.

The particularities of the ERA-NET Plus Grant Agremt presented above (e.g. reporting
periods, audit requirements, etc) should be cdyefaken in consideration for the establishment
of the individual contracts between the consortamd the funded projects.

6 PROPOSALS FORERA-NET PLUS ACTIONS AND THEIR EVALUATION
6.1 Calls for proposals

Topics for the submission of ERA-NET Plus proposate identified in the annual work
programmes of the individual Cooperation Themesaanthin parts of the Capacities Programme.
Annex 4 of the Cooperation work programme providasoverview on which research topics
ERA-NET Plus proposals are called for.

6.2 Content of a proposal

The proposals should include the following chapter&€RA-NET CSAs:

1. Scientific and/or technical quality, relevant te tiopics addressed by the call
- Concept and objectives of the ERA-NET action
- Contribution to the coordination of high qualitysearch
- Quality and effectiveness of the coordination megras, and associated work plan
2. Implementation
- Management structure and procedures
Individual participants
Consortium as a whole
Resources to be committed
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3. Impact

- Expected impacts listed in the relevant work progree

- Spreading excellence, exploitation results, diseation knowledge
4. Ethical issues

The different chapters for ERA-NET Plus proposalgld include and address the following:

how it complies with the respective work programme

clearly defined objectives of the ERA-NET Plus dimel target of the proposed joint call

the impact that the ERA-NET Plus will generateemts of helping to structure the European
Research Area; aspects like expected number ofopade and participants (types and
numbers) would be helpful based on prior experignce

rationale for the joint call in the prescribed arngatical mass, international programme,
building on national strengths, others)

description of the capabilities of the participgtiprogrammes to fund the joint call

description of each partner and the national oiorey research programme it owns or
manages, its role within its national system asdrale within the ERA-NET Plus, with an
indication of the budgets of the programme involved

cooperation in the joint call with Third countriegsappropriate

description of the activities foreseen throughdwt lifetime of the ERA-NET Plus and their
timetable

plans for the organisation, management and goveenaithe ERA-NET Plus joint call
justification for the Community support requested

means to ensure sustainability of the activitiegobd the selection of transnational proposals
organisation of the monitoring of the selected $raational projects

financial reporting

dissemination plan of results and/or experiences.

6.3 Evaluation of proposals

The evaluation of proposals for ERA-NET Plus Actionill involve a single stage submission
procedure. The Commission will arrange the evabumabf proposals received according to the
principles of “peer review” by independent experihe proposals will not be evaluated
anonymously but could be evaluated remotely. Treduasion procedure will be further described
in the Commission’s evaluation manual and in tHevant Work Programmes and Guides for
Applicants. The evaluation criteria below apply BERA-NET Plus actions as specified in the
respective guide for applicants for the whole ERBINscheme, Coordination and Support
Actions:
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Evaluation criteria applicable to
Coordination and support actions (Coordination)

SIT QUALITY

“Scientific and/or
technological excellence
(relevant to the topics
addressed by the call)”

IMPLEMENTATION

“Quality and efficiency of the
implementation and the
management”

IMPACT

“Potential impact through
the development,
dissemination and use of
action results”

Soundness of concept, and
quality of objectives

Contribution to the
coordination of high quality
research

Quality and effectiveness of
the co-ordination
mechanisms, and associated
work plan

Specific criteria for ERA-NET and
ERA-NET Plus:

The management should be
supported by a suitable
governance structure
involving the participating
organisations at an
appropriate level

Appropriateness of the
management structure and
procedures

Quality and relevant
experience of the individual
participants

Quality of the consortium as a
whole (including
complementarity, balance)

Appropriateness of the
allocation and justification of
the resources to be committed
(budget, staff, equipment)

Specific criteria for ERA-NET and
ERA-NET Plus:

In reference to the applicable
work programme, does the
proposed ERA-NET / ERA-
NET Plus action pool the
necessary resources between
national programmes and the
Community and does it
represent the most
appropriate type of public
funding for this pre-defined
area

Contribution, at the European
[and/or international] level, to
the expected impacts listed in
the work programme under
relevant topic/activity

Appropriateness of measures
for spreading excellence,
exploiting results, and
dissemination knowledge,
through engagement with
stakeholders, and the public
at large.

Specific criteria for ERA-NET and
ERA-NET Plus:

The participants should be the
key actors within their national
or regional research systems.
The ERA-NET activities
should lay the foundations for
a durable cooperation
between the partners
involved.

Is there a clearly identified
and agreed European added
value through a variable
geometry approach

7 GRANT AGREEMENT NEGOTIATION

If a proposal for an ERA-NET Plus is selected, gtordinator will be invited to enter in
negotiation to prepare a Grant Agreement. It wdlrbade through the specific web application
NEF using in particular Grant Preparation FormsK{zdResigned for ERA-NET Plus.

The negotiation will determine the final reimburserhrate of the total joint call budget to fund
the transnational projects (lower or equal to 33%d:

The total EC contribution to the project, which ah be higher than the amount
calculated with the reimbursement rate of the tmtit call budget; the latter should be
charged under OTHER in the specific version of@- for ERA-NET Plus;

The possible limited part of the EC contributioniethmay reimburse some management
costs (for Phase 1). It should ipeluded in the total (max.) EC contribution, calculated as
mentioned above. For the negotiation purposes tlsesés should appear under the
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category "Management”. The principles of identifica of direct and indirect costs
indicated under Article 11.15 apply under this caiey.

The pre-financing under art. 6 of the Grant Agreehwehich is calculated assum of a)
the EC contribution requested for Phase 1 (forltheeporting period, in principle) and b)
5% of the total EC contribution for the Guaranteadk:

The pre-financings under ANNEX 111.5 of the Grangmement which is calculated as
follows:

o lll.5.a) should contain the EC contribution requested lf@r thanagement of the
call (for Phase 1, in principle)

o I11.5.b) should contain the amount corresponding to therskceporting period, as
indicated in the table of estimated breakdown aft€dor this period in Annex |
and in the A5 form (GPF). This second pre-financsiwll be agreed as the
Community contribution to finance the topping-uptteéd first 12 months of funding
of the transnational projects.

As part of the negotiatidh each participating organisation in an ERA-NET Riusion is required
to:

Identify the research programme(s) with which thasticipate in the respective
ERA-NET Plus,

Identify their role (Programme Manager or Progran@mener),

Programme Owners provide confirmation for Progranviaeagers that these are
mandated to manage their programme,

Ensure to provide to the NETWATCH information systall information needed on
the programme and its implementation.

8 POSSIBLE CORRECTIONS AFTER PHASE 1

Following the reception and acceptation of thelfirsa of transnational projects, an amendment to
the Grant Agreement may be necessary at lease ifollowing cases:

Where the volume of the call is lower than inityalloreseen: in this case the EC
contribution needs to be reduced, together withctirgribution to the Guarantee Fund and
the pre-financing under Art. 6 (due to the reduttad the contribution to the Guarantee
Fund, and potentially the pre-financing under Ait5.b). Annex | would be updated with
the final list of selected transnational projects;

Where the volume of the call remains the samepandment is not absolutely necessary,
unless any specific request or reasons arises. rifleless, the update of Annex I, to
include the list of the selected transnational grtyg can still help the management of the
Grant Agreement.

9 POSSIBLE EVOLUTION OF AN ERA-NET PLuUs

ERA-NET Plus actions may add partners after theyehantered into force, but without any
increase of the maximum EC contribution and praditieat it is NOT later than the date of the
publication of the joint call. The standard Comndasamendment procedures and deadlines for

! See Appendix 1: Participant declaration (page 24)
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amendments need to be respected (geendments Guide for FP7 Grant Agreements
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/find-doc_en.himl

10 CONSORTIUM AGREEMENT

The participants shall conclude a consortium agesgmSuch a consortium agreement may
include:
the decision-making processes they will use;
conflict resolution issues;
the sharing out of tasks and resources among ttieipants;
the management of the Community contribution;
aspects concerning defaulting partners;
specific arrangements concerning intellectual priypeights to be applied among the
participants who will contribute to the generatioh knowledge, in compliance with the
general arrangements stipulated in the contract;
the process to monitor the funded projects and fefaw up;
if appropriate reference to Third country parti¢cipas and agreements with those countries;
any other provision necessary to ensure an efeegovernance and a sound management of
the ERA-NET Plus action.

11 [INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ASPECTS

IPR issues will be addressed in the consortiumesgeat. Some guiding principles might also be
found in the general ERA-NET issue paper (available on
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/coordination/eranethinl.).

12 FoOLLOW UP AND MONITORING

The Commission services will monitor the ERA-NETu#lAction so as to ensure proper
execution of the work according to the terms ofc¢bstract, to protect the Community’s financial
interests and to ensure maximum synergy and coberetth other Actions within the Seventh
Framework Programme and evaluate its early impacts.

A project officer will be assigned to follow-up éa&RA-NET Plus Action. Persons with the
appropriate expertise may assist the project affice

The project officer will also perform a first imgant review for each ERA-NET Plus Action at
the stage of the selection of transnational preje€he project officer, or another Commission
official, should be present as independent obseatethe Evaluation Step Two based on
international peer review. This review shall asgbesconformity of the implementation of the
joint call and, in particular, review the properpl@mentation of the independent international
peer review and the establishment of the seletiBbof transnational projects.

Later reviews (as appropriate) would consist ofratsgic analysis examining, in particular, what
the European added value of the ERA-NET Plus refiarence to the work programme applicable
and an analysis of the work performed against thatgagreement established.

Any ERA-NET Plus that is found not to be performimgconformity with the grant agreement
provisions may have its contract terminated.
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13 INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE
Further information may be found in the general ERET issue paper.

Other relevant information on the ERA-NET scheme n cabe found on
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/coordination/eranethini.

Furthermore, any questions on the ERA-NET schemebeaaddressed to the Research Enquiry
Service:http://www.ec.europa.eu/research/enquiries
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APPENDIX 1: PARTICIPANT DECLARATION

Instructions for the
Annex A "Participant Declaration™ to the Grant Agre ement for
ERA-NET and ERA-NET plus actions

The ERA-NET scheme is intended for Programme OwaredsProgramme Managers to identify
national and regional programmes they coordinatgen up mutually. Therefore, eligible partner
for ERA-NET and ERA-NET Plus actions are only:

UJ

Programme Owners typically national ministries/regional authorgtieesponsible for defining,
financing or managing research programmes cartedtaational or regional level.

Programme Managers(such as research councils or funding agenciesjthes national or
regional organisations that implement researchrproges under the supervision of the
programme owners.

Programme Owners(typically national ministries/regional authorjeghat do not yet have a
running or fully fledged research programme attleenent of submitting an ERA-NET
proposal. Programme Owners that are planning avel ¢@nmitted to set up such a programme
are also eligible if their participation is welkfified and adds value to the overall programme
coordination. This approach shall help and encaucagntries or regions having less diverse
research programmes (in particular new Member Stadebe integrated in the ERA-NET
scheme under FP7.

During contract negotiation each participating organisations in an ERA-NET or ERA-NET
Plus action is required to:

Identify the research programme(s) with which thasticipate in the respective ERA-NET or
ERA-NET Plus,

Identify their role (Programme Manager or Progran@®mener),

Programme Owners provide confirmation for Progranviaeagers that these are mandated tp
manage their programme,

Ensure to provide to the NETWATCH information systall information needed on the
programme and its implementatith.

Please use the enclosed Annex A with the letterheatlyour own organisation, complete and
sign accordingly.

Note: On top of the minimum number of participants legediquired for an ERA-NET, other legal
private entities such as charities which also managgearch programmes, may participate and
receive Community funding, if their participatiawell justified and adds value to the overall
programme coordination. Please note that researgamisations or universities which are not
programme owners or managers are not eligible padrior ERA-NET actions.

12 The NETWATCH websitevgww.ec.europa.eu/netwatchrovides information, analysis and mutual leagnim transnational
R&D programme cooperation. Information about the BREF will be disseminated via the NETWATCH web siteddts
participants will have access to the informationegi by NETWATCH and the tools it offers. In exchandETWATCH
requests the ERA-NET to contribute to the NETWATCHbimation base. One of the related responsibiltiethe ERA-
NET participants is to provide information on theticipating national or regional programmes. ldiéidn the coordinator or
other designated person from the ERA-NET need talagly provide information about the activities thie ERA-NET to
NETWATCH.
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ANNEX A to the Grant Agreement for ERA-NET and ERA-NET plus actions
(To be filled out by each patrticipant, please cthpg text onto the letterhead of your own
organisation)

Participant declaration for the [ERA-NET / ERA-NET Plus actiof[ Acronym of the ERA-
NET/ERA-NET Plug

The undersignedName of the authorised representdtivieclares thatrfame of participating
organisatiol will participate with the following research pmagnmes carried out at national or
regional level in theBRA-NET / ERA-NET Plus actidicronym of the ERA-NET/ERA-NET Rlus

[Title of the research programn}&®

] [name of participating organisatipms Programme Owner and Programme Manageffor
the above mentioned programme.

[] [name of participating organisatipnis Programme Owner for the above mentioned
programme. The organisation in charge of its imgetation as Programme Manager is
[name of the organisation acting as Programme Manjaged | declare that they have
been mandated to manage the programme.

] [name of participating organisatipris Programme Manager for the above mentioned
programme. The Programme Owner for this progransnfregaime of the organisation being
the Programme Owngmand they have provided a declaration confirming mandate to
manage the programme on their belfalf

(if applicable:)

] [name of participating organisatipris a Programme Owner that does not yet have a
running or fully fledged research programme for plagticipation in Acronym of the ERA-
NET], but is planning and committed to set up suchog@mmme.

Further, the undersigned declares to ensure riaat¢ of participating organisatipnvill contribute
to NETWATCH by providing the necessary informatmmthe respective research programme(s).

Name and signature Date and stamp

13 In case you participate with more than one resegsogramme: please duplicate this part for eacbgmmme.

14 If the Programme Owner is participating in the ERETERA-NET Plus action only its participants dectama is needed.

Please use Annex B in case the Programme Ownet fganoof the consortium.
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ANNEX B to the Grant Agreement for ERA-NET and ERA-NET plus actions
(To be filled out by Programme Owners not partiti@ain the consortium.
Please copy this text onto the letterhead of tbg@mme Owner responsible
for the research programme.)

Declaration for the [ERA-NET / ERA-NET Plus actioh[Acronym of the ERA-NET/ERA-NET
Plus|

The undersignedName of the authorised representdtivieclares thatName of participating
organisation acting as Programme Manapleas been mandated bygme of the organisation being
the Programme Owngto manage the following research programme[s]:

[Title of the research programme(s)

Name and signature Date and stamp
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APPENDIX 2: SPECIFIC ANNEX IIl OF THE MODEL GRANT AGREEMENT FOR ERANET-PLUS
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